A convenient isomerization of 6-oxo-3 alpha,5-cyclo-5 alpha-steroids to 6-oxo-delta 2-5 alpha-steroids.
Direct isomerization of 6-oxo-3 alpha,5-cyclo-5 alpha-steroids to 6-oxo-delta 2-5 alpha-steroids was accomplished by pyridinium hydrobromide in dimethyl-formamide.